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ΦΦΦŦǊƻƳ wŜǾΦ YŀǊŜƴ            

 

 

Helen Keller once wrote; A happy life consists not in the absence 

but in the mastery of hardships.  She certainly did that throughout her life. Though 

we donôt like to dwell on it, life brings us hardships both personal ones and          

collective ones. The mastery of hardship, and also joy for that matter, lies in living 

out our faith. We all know that is easy when things are going well.  Itôs not so easy 

when we suffer loss, feel fear or confusion, or just donôt feel right.  We remind     

ourselves every Sunday during worship that God created us, loves us, is with us, 

and will lead us. As Christians we are blessed over and over again by our God who 

has faith in us! 

   The         Messenger  
 

   The United Methodist Church in Stow                                      October 2021 

World Communion Sunday ï October 3 

On the first Sunday in October, United   
Methodist congregations join many Christian churches across the globe in          
celebrating World Communion Sunday. The special offering taken on that day will 
support countless gifted and qualified youth and young adults who face financial 
obstacles that hinder them from preparing for the vocations for which they have 
been gifted by God. In The United Methodist Church, the World Communion     
Sunday special offering will fund scholarships for seminarians. One half of the    
proceeds is for World Communion Sunday scholars administered by the General 
Board of Global Ministries. The remaining one half is for the Ethnic Scholarship 
Program and the Ethnic In-Service Training Program administered by the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry.  
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BOOK CLUB:         Book Club will be discussing                         

The Other Bennet Sister by Janice Harlow on Monday, October 4 

at 3 pm in the church parlor. This book centers on the third sister 

in Jane Austenõs Pride and Prejudice. However, itõs not necessary 

to have read that timeless novel because the author summarizes 

the plot in the first third of this new book. Then she tries to find a   

happy ending for Mary Bennet, the most annoying sibling in the 

family. You will turn the pages quickly to see how Mary fares in early 1800õs  

England.  

There is a new mailbox for Book Club in the second office and copies of the      

current book are available to borrow for a week. Everyone is welcome to join this 

group. Refreshments served!  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
We are coming to you at this time to share our concern for the life and future of The 
United Methodist Church in Stow. COVID-19 has caused so many changes in our 
ability to be together for worship, members have left the church for one reason or 
another, and a sense of apathy among many of us. The United Methodist Church in 
Stow is divided, and support both in service and in finances is really failing. We 
have seen a decline in our pledging units from 123 giving units to about 73 giving 
units, as reported by our Finance Chairperson at the Administrative Board meeting 
in September.  We need to PRAY! Then we need to ACT! 
 
Is there a specific problem? There are many problems, but if we all put on our robe 
of Ministry, come back to church, support our God through our time, service, gifts, 
and talents, support our brothers and sisters with our prayers and gathering        
together, we can bring back to this church the Spirit and Hope that God has      
constantly given to us ~ if we only listen and receive. 
 
We would ask you to join with us to bring yourself and one other to church         
services, and to pray for Pastor Karen and your church. Prayers that the Holy Spirit 
would fill our hearts and heads with love and peace and kindness, that we might 
serve as true disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We miss you! 
Laura Root and Sallie Kilgore 
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The date for our Annual Church Conference will       
be Sunday, October 31 at 4 pm.   

You are welcome to come in costume!!! 

 

 

 

October 17-31 

 

 

 

 

This year our Stewardship Campaign theme is Planted, Nurtured, Growing.  We 

plant with Purpose, we Nurture with Hope, and we Grow in Faithfulness. Covid-19 

has hit our congregation hard.  And the concern about finances, stewardship,      

volunteerism, and our presence are very real.  Yet we do not need to be              

discouraged.   Yahweh will march before you, and will never fail you or desert you.  

So do not fear and never be disheartened. (Deuteronomy 31: 8) Godôs people have 

seen tough times beforeðeven life and death times.  And when the people work  

together in faith they can overcome any obstacle in their way. 

Our congregation was planted in the Stow area for a purpose and God continues to 

have a purpose for us.  But to fulfill Godôs purpose we must work together inviting 

people to join us, welcoming those who come, offering our time to fulfill both the 

small and large tasks that make us the church, and examining our financial support 

of the church.  We are asked to say, ñyes!ò   

During our Stewardship focus this year please ask, ñHow can I make a difference?ò  
This is a spiritual question as we follow God forward walking by faith. 
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An Opportunity to Make a Difference 

We are seeking someone to staff the Nursery on Sunday mornings.  When 

members or visitors bring their little ones to church, we want to offer this service to 

make their time here that much better.   

This position would be great for a student or someone looking to serve a  
couple of hours each week and a stipend will be offered.  Please contact the 
church office or Rev. Karen if you or someone you know might be interested. 

 

Church Offering through 9/12: 
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:02303132  6-1:7  3-453 299-669 239-632 

All-Congregation Navigational Meeting Rescheduled 

 

Our second Navigational Meeting has been rescheduled for      
Sunday, October 24

th
 at 6:30pm. The purpose of this prayerful time 

is to discern how the Holy Spirit directs us into the future.  Please join us. 

All Saints Sunday, November 7th 

 

We will be observing All Saints Sunday on November 7
th
 at both services.  In        

addition to honoring the people in our congregation who have joined the Saints of 
Light during the past year, we invite you to share the names of any loved ones who 
have died in the past year.  Please send those names to the church office by      
November 3

rd
 so they can be included in our remembrance. 
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What if I wrote a poem about COVID-19? 
Just for the sake of saving lives 

Or maybe I need to share just to share 
Or maybe I am living in my own world 
Or maybe this is not really a poem. 
I think I understand some things 
Like freedom of speech and choice 
And Children Matter Most. 

I donôt understand misinformation 
Or misery loves company 

Or elephants in a room or why 
We canôt all work together 

Saving lives instead of fighting lies. 
What if I wrote a poem? 

And nobody read it, or millions did 
I would share from my heart 
And share from my head 

The truth I believe that lives can be saved 
Today and tonight across the globe 
And in my neck of the woods 
Variants versus vaccines 

Life over death weeping or rejoicing 
But my prayers will continue 

Lord, Have Mercy 
Debate is not helping 
As the hospitals fill again 

Some canôt and some will not 
While millions are waiting 
To get vaccinated. 

What if I wrote a poem, and 
The poem became a prayer and 
The prayer became a song and we 
Exhaled with excitement as the dark 
Night turned to dawn and the 
Pandemic was defeated and 
We breathed a sigh of relief. 
Vaccinations save lives! 
Be encouraged, 

Bishop Julius C. Trimble 
Resident Bishop 

Indiana Conference of The United Methodist Church 
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We welcome George Mack-Alan Purcell into our Christian Family.  Baby 
George was born to Kayla Purcell on September 20

th
 at 8:25pm.  He weighed 

5lbs. 5oz.  Prayer of joy to him and his mommy. 

From the Stow UMC Preschool...... 

 

 

¢ƘŜ {ǘƻǿ ¦a/ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ƻũ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ рп ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ 
р ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ о-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ tǊŜ-Y  
όпςр-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘύ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊƻǳǝƴŜΣ Ƙƻǿ 
ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΗ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ Cŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳŜǎΣ 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ŀǇǇƭŜǎΣ ŀŎƻǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƴƅƻǿŜǊǎΗ   
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Jesus said, ñLet the children come to me,ò and Childrenôs Sunday School is our  

opportunity to make that happen.  Providing Sunday School is part of our vow to 

our children when they are Baptized.   

 

This year we are having Childrenôs Sunday School during the 10:45 time with the 
children leaving after the Childrenôs Moment.  We are using a United Methodist  
curriculum called, Celebrate! It comes with a wonderful weekly DVD clip that      
features a child introducing the dayôs theme.  There is also a leaderôs guide and a 
book from which teachers can choose to reproduce coloring pages, games, and 
puzzles.  Our staff for Childrenôs Sunday School is being completed and we thank 
those who are willing to teach and be helpers to the teachers.  We have one slot 
left for the Second Sunday of the month from October-December.  If you would be 
able to fill this, please let Rev. Karen know.  We also have three slots left for     
helpers.   

We are still in need of liturgist and ushers. 

1st service we need a liturgist (and an usher only for October) on 

the 4th Sunday 

2nd service we need both on the 1st Sunday 

2nd service we need ushers for the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays 

Please call or email the church office if you can help. 
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A blast from the past:   

2013 Ice Cream Social 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chili Cook-off 2015 
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Change Your Mind 

Mary Luti  

 

ñA man had two sons; he went to the first and said, óSon, go and work in the vineyard      

today.ô He answered, óI will notô; but later changed his mind and went. The father went to 

the second and said the same; and he answered, óI go, sirô; but did not go. Which one did 

the will of his father?ò They said, óThe first.ô Jesus said to them, óTruly I tell you, tax      

collectors and prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came 

to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but tax collectors and    

prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds.ò -   

Matthew 21:28-32 (NRSV) 

Moral of the story: People who say yes donôt always follow through. People who say no 

sometimes do. Doers, not people who only talk a good game, are pleasing to God. Right? 

Yes. And no. 

Because doing isnôt the only point here. Thereôs a deeper one in what Jesus says about the 

first son: ñHe changed his mind.ò And in his reproach of his religious audience: ñYou didnôt 

change yours.ò Jesus wants us to be doers of Godôs will. But heôs equally concerned about 

our capacity for reconsideration. Maybe more. 

What he commends isnôt mere ódoing.ô Itôs convertibility, a willingness to think again, to 

discover weôre wrong, to reverse course. It seems that a chastened heart may be preferable 

even to constancy and virtuous doing. Because thereôs a sneaky danger in constancy and 

virtuous doing. It can give the illusion of perfection. Self-righteousness and judgmentalism 

come with that territory. 

But people who change their minds are always undergoing the peculiar suffering of being 

wrong, swallowing their pride, recalibrating their assumptions and choices. Theyôre under 

no illusion of perfection. Humbled and teachable, theyôre more likely to be merciful. And 

for Jesus thereôs no other bottom line. 

Prayer:  Take my made-up mind and give me a changing mind. Make me convertible and 
merciful, so that I can truly do your will.  

      

Here are the YouTube links for the October worship services. 

October   3   10:45:  https://youtu.be/HLare747Ca4 
October 10   10:45:  https://youtu.be/v3hH0x2Q4FQ  
October 17   10:45:  https://youtu.be/8PPaS2XgcUU 
October 24   10:45:  https://youtu.be/MghAcBMBmds  
October 31   10:45:  https://youtu.be/zgRfdNLSEoo  

https://youtu.be/HLare747Ca4
https://youtu.be/v3hH0x2Q4FQ
https://youtu.be/8PPaS2XgcUU
https://youtu.be/MghAcBMBmds
https://youtu.be/zgRfdNLSEoo
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Missions Newsé  

òThe Lord has told us what is good. What he requires of us is this: to do what is JUST, to 

show constant LOVE, and to LIVE in Humble Fellowship with our God.ó  Micah 6:8 

Thank you all for helping to make our missions a success. The school supply       
collection was really very useful. The Clothes Closet, sponsored by UMC in Stow, 
Stow N.I.C.E., Stow Munroe Falls Kiwanis, Scout Troop 270 and Stow Schools was 
supported so well  by your donations and time volunteering.   There were 73 boys 
and girls socks, 74 boys underwear and 110 girls underwear donated. There were 
about 200 families served on Distribution Day. The clothes and all of the above   
donations were taken that day. 
Thank you for constant donations to our Food Pantry. This ongoing Mission is 
serving the greater Stow Community. Your donations continue to keep those    
families fed. We are joined with Saint Stevens Lutheran Church to support Family 
Promise. A program keeping families together as they experience homelessness. 
We donate $150.00 a month to keep their Pantry at the family facility 
stocked.  Please consider helping this donation by giving to our church ear marked 
for Family Promise Mission Donation.   The Food Pantry is always in need of       
volunteers. Please if your passion is helping others, contact Laura Root 330.322. 
3893 and tell her what you would like to do. This church began as a Mission 
Church and we certainly live up to that pledge thanks to all of you.  
Please pray for our church and the families that come to the Pantry. 
 
 
It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas! 
 
Hard to believe, but it's getting close and we have several opportunities. 
 

-We will have gift tags for Flat Rock Homes in October.                                      
More information to come later. 
 
-We are collecting bags of cookie mix and cans of frosting (fluffy please) for Bulldog 
Bags. These will be collected now through Dec 5

th
.  

 
- We are collecting new board games (without batteries) 
for Midwest Mission Collection. These will be collected 
now through Nov 28th. 
 
Thank you for using this (pre) holiday time to give to 
those who need some help. 
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SUN. 
 

8:30 am  
Praise Service 
9:30 am  
Sunday School 
10:45 am  
Traditional 
Worship 

MON. 
9 am-12 pm  
Food Pantry 
 
6:30 pm Scouts 
Parking Lot/
Pavilion 
 

 
 

TUES.   
 

 
 
 
 

    
 

WED. 
9 am-12 pm 
Food Pantry 

 

 

THURS. 

6-8 pm                 
Food Pantry 
 

6:30 pm Scouts 
Parking Lot/
Pavilion 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FRI. 

1 
SAT. 

2 

 
 
 
 
 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
Book Club 3 pm 
Parlor 

 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
Preschool Board 
Meeting 6:30 pm 
Room 200 

6 

 

 
 
 

 

 

7 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

8 
 

 

 

 

9 

 
 
 

10 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

11 
 

12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee Night 
7 pm 

13 14  15 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 
 
 

18 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ad Board Mtg      
7 pm 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leadership Comm 
6:30 pm 

 21 
 
 

22 
 

 
  

 

23 

 
 

 24 

 
 
 
 
 
Navigation Mtg 
6:30 pm 
 

25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

26 
 
 
 
 

 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Planning 
Team 5:30 pm 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

30 

 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Charge 
Conference 
4 pm 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
        
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12  

 

Contact us:                       The United Methodist Church in Stow 
                          4880 Fishcreek Rd., Stow, OH 44224-1930          
          Phone: 330-673-7752   
          Web Site: www.umcstow.org 
          Email: umcinstow@gmail.com 
           
 

Our Mission: Grow in Faith in Christ~ Reach Out in Godôs Love 
 
Pastor: Rev. Karen Drotar: 330-673-7752; drotarstowumc@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant: Roxanne Rowe: 330-673-7752; umcinstow@gmail.com 
Director of Vacation Bible School: Karen Rocco: kdrocco6@aol.com  
Director of Music Ministries: Jeremy Gilpatric: jer4192@yahoo.com 
UMC Preschool: Karen McCaffrey: stowumcpreschool@outlook.com 
Childrenôs Place Learning Center: 330-673-9433, childrensplace1@yahoo.com 
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:00 a.m.ï 3:00 p.m.   
Deadline for the Sunday Worship bulletin: Wednesdays at noon 
Deadline for the newsletter, The Messenger: 20th of the month  
Donôt forget our Permanent Endowment Fund in your will. Make The United Methodist Church           
in Stow a part of your financial planning. 
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